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Pa3pen Vi

PE3YJIbTATbl MOHUTOPUHIA
MEXXOTHUYECKUX

N MEXXKOH®ECCUOHAJIbHbIX
OTHOLUEHN B PETMOHAX POCCUN
N 3A PYBEXKOM

VIIK 39 (394)

N.K. Aawkosckun, E. A. lepwHesa, H. Li3a38

AATAQHUCKUM FTOCYAQPCTBEHHbIN YHUBEpCHTET, BapHaya (Poccus)
MOHIOALCKMI HALMOHAOABHbLIA YHUBEPCUTET, YAQH-bATOP (MOHroAus)

BOCMNPUATUE DTHUYECKUX U PEAUTUO3HbIX
NPOLLECCOB HACEAEHUEM MOHIOAUU
(NO PE3YABTATAM COLLUOAOTUYECKUX
WCCAEAOBAHUN)

Ha ocHOBe pe3y/IbTaToOB COIIOIOTMYECKUX OIIPOCOB aHa/IM3a COOPaHHBIX JAHHBIX pac-
CMaTPUBAIOTCSI OCOOEHHOCTIL BOCIIPUATISL STHUYIECKNX M PEIUTMO3HBIX MpolieccoB B Llen-
TpanbHOI 1 3amafiHoi MOHTOMUY, eflaeTcsl BBIBOM, YTO B HACTOsAIIee BpeMs JOCTaTOYHO
0O0JIBILION MTPOLIEHT PECIIOHAEHTOB MO3ULMOHUPYeT cebs Bepyowumy moabmu. [Ipn atom
PECIIOH/IEHTHI YKa3bIBAIOT HE TOJIBKO HAa 3HAKOMCTBO C TPafMIVOHHBIMU IJIA TOCYyHapCcTBa
KOH(pecCUsAMM, PeX/e BCETo OYAM3MOM U UCTTAMOM, HO U Ha HOSB/IEHVE HOBBIX Pe/IUTO03-
HBIX [iBIDKeHNT. OCOOEHHO MOMY/ISIPHBIMI B IIOC/IEHIE TOLbI CTAHOBATCS IPOTECTAHTCKIE
menoMuHaryy. HecMoTpst mpeobpasoBaHyst B 0671acTi CBOOOLBI COBECTH 1 BEPOVCIIOBENA-
H, Ha ITpousoniefne ¢ KoHia XX B. B TOCYAapCcTBe, JOCTATOYHO OOJIBIION IPOLEHT pe-
CIIOH/IEHTOB UCIIBITBIBAIOT IOTPEOHOCTD B 00JIee jeTaTbHOM 3HAKOMCTBE C pa3/IM4YHbIMU pe-
murro3Hbpivu Tpaguiysavu. O faHHOM (daKTe CBU/IETE/IbCTBYIOT KaK XKeTaHVe 3HAKOMUTbCS
C Pa3HBIMU PENTUAMU B paMKax LIKO/IbHOI IPOrpaMMBI, TaK U 4epe3 6oree UIMPOKOe OCBe-
IjeHue JaHHOTO Bolpoca B CMI. Bo/bIIMHCTBO PeCOHIEHTOB 00€CIIOKOEHD T€M, YTO YCH-
NMMBAETCA BIUAHNME SKCTPEMUCTCKUX B3IJIALOB BO BCEM MUPE, XOTA 1A caMoii MoHronmn
IaHHasg npobeMa OCTPO IOKa He CTOUT.

Kntouesvie cnosa: Monronms, aTHudecKme M peIMrno3nble poLecchl, IpOo3e/InTapHble pe-
JIUTVIY, STHOCHI, TPAJUIIMIOHHbBIE BEPOBAHNA, COLVOTIOTNYECKOE MCCIEeNOBAHNE.
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P.K. Dashkovskiy, E. A. Shershneva, N. Cedav

Altai state University, Barnaul (Russia)
Mongolian National University, Ulan Bator (MongoliQ)

PERCEPTION OF ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS PROCESSES
BY MONGOLIA POPULATION (A SOCIOLOGICAL
STUDY)¢

The article, based on the results of sociological surveys, considers the peculiarities of
perception of ethnic and religious processes in Central and Western Mongolia. Based on the
analysis of the collected data, it is concluded that currently a sufficiently large percentage
of Mongolia’s respondents position themselves as believers. At the same time, respondents
indicate not only familiarity with the state’s traditional confessions, primarily Buddhism and
Islam, but also the emergence of new religious movements. Protestant denominations have
become particularly popular in recent years. Despite the changes that have taken place since
the end of the 20th century in the state in the field of freedom of conscience and religion,
nevertheless, a sufficiently large percentage of respondents feel the need for more detailed
acquaintance with various religious traditions. This fact is evidenced both by the desire to get
acquainted with different religions in the framework of the school program, and through wider
coverage of this issue in the media. The majority of respondents were concerned that extremist
views were increasing worldwide, although Mongolia itself was not yet faced with the problem.

Keywords: Mongolia, ethnic and religious processes, proselytic religions, ethnic groups,
traditional beliefs, sociological research.

DOI: 10.14258/nreur (2018) 2-11

freedom of conscience and religion. It has resulted in the growth of religiosity in the

country. The first stages of democratic transformations were already marked by a
number of the Government decrees aimed at regulation of state and church relations on the
territory of Mongolia [Tsymzhit., Samdangiin, 2014: 68-69]. Starting in 2008, researchers of
Altai State University have conducted systematical studies of ethnic and religious processes in
Mongolia within the framework of Russian-Mongolian projects headed by P. K. Dashkovskiy.
Particular results of the study are already published [Dashkovskiy, 2012; 2015; Dashkovskiy.,
Tsedev, Shershneva, 2010; Dashkovskiy, Kushnerik., Tsedev., Ganbold., 2009; Dashkovskii,
Shershneva, Tsedev, 2013; 2017; Dashkovskii, Tsedev, 2017; Dashkovskii P. K., Kushnerik,
2009; Dashkovskii P. K., Kushnerik, Tsedev, 2009; Tsedev, 2017; Tsymzhit, 2017; etc.]. A
number of sociological surveys were conducted in 2016 in Western and Central Mongolia
within the continuing Russian-Mongolian project. The surveys were aimed at understanding

P olitical changes started in Mongolia in the 1990s have led to proclaiming ideas of

& (CTaTbs MOArOTOBMIEHA NPV DVHAHCOBOW Noadepxke npoekta MuHobpHayku PO «Pa3BuTme 3THOPEenm -
TMO3HOW CUTYaLMM B TPAHCTPaHUYHOM NpocTpaHcTBe AnTas, KasaxctaHa M MOHronmm B KOHTEKCTe rocy-
JAPCTBEHHO-KOHMECCUOHAMBHOM MOINTUKIAL NCTOPUYECKIA OMbIT 1 COBPEMEHHBIE TEHASHLMMY (MPOeKT
Ne33.2177.2017/4.6).
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of the Mongols attitude towards various ethnic and religious communities and towards the
government policy of keeping national identity.

This work presents the results of the 2016 sociological survey in Mongolia. The authors
chose an analytical type of sociological study which enabled to reveal the causes of processes
connected with the religious situation in Mongolia. Applying interview as a method of research,
we can identify the main trends which show the attitude of the population to the religious
processes in Mongolia. Special attention is paid to evaluation of the government activity
in building relationships with religious communities. We use statistical analysis in order
to process and interpret the interviews results. It helps to determine particular patterns of
development of religious processes and make conclusions about current ethnic and religious
situation in the country. Statistical results are presented in a number of diagrams.

For the research, we interviewed 164 respondents (100%). To understand the degree of
religiosity in the society, we asked the respondents a question, “Is it important for a person to
be a believer from your point of view?” As a result, 48% (78 interviewees) answered positively,
21% (34 interviewees) said it was not necessary to be religious, and 32% (52 interviewees)
found it difficult to answer the question. Wherein, 51% (84 interviewees) do not celebrate
religious holidays. Distribution of the population in the surveyed Mongolia’s areas by religious
identity is shown in diagram 1.

Diagram 1
Opinion of Central and Western Mongolia population about their religious identity

60 - M Buddhism

B Protestantism
507

/ M Islam
40 A

W Shamanism

/ m Orthodoxy
20 1

m Unbelievers

10 -
% Did not indicate religion

It is clear from the diagram that the dominant religions are Buddhism and Shamanism
what is connected with historical processes. Quite a big amount of respondents indicated
Protestantism as their religion. Perhaps, the evaluation of the deep impact of Protestantism
on the state policy is influenced by the fact that this religion is becoming more and more
popular among the people of Central Asia and South Siberia [Badmaev, Adygbai., Burnakov,
Mansheev, 2006; Dashkovskiy, 2012; etc.]. In many ways, the success of Protestant missionary
activity in the region is connected with economic reasons. Difficult, sometimes tough
economic situation leads to disappointment in the traditional system of religious values (as
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Buddhism and Shamanism) and attracts people to a more economically successful religion —
Protestantism. Interest in Christianity is also connected with the inclination of some part
of Mongolian population, especially young people, towards liberal and democratic Western
culture. Conversion to Christianity helps people to identify themselves not only as a part of
Mongolian population but also as a part of the whole world community [Abaeva, Rinchinova,
2015: 123].

To be able to evaluate the familiarity of Mongolian population with other religions, we
asked the respondents to indicate the religious organizations they know.

Diagram 2
Religious organizations familiar to the respondents

B Orthodoxy

M Catholicism
mislam

B Shamanism
H Buddhism

m Old Believers
® Baptism

B Church of Scientology

o Mormons
m Other
m Does not know any

= Did not answer the
question

Diagram 2 shows that along with traditional religions people of Mongolia identify several
new religious movements. It should be noted that such movements as Church of Evangelical
Christians of Baptists (Baptism), Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons), as
well as Church of Scientology are better known to the recipients from Western Mongolia aged
16-35. In Central Mongolia, only 1 person out of 91 interviewees said he was familiar with
Church of Scientology. In Western Mongolia, 5 respondents are familiar with Baptism, 1 —
with Mormons, 1 — with Church of Scientology (out of 73 interviewees).

The appearance of new religious communities in Mongolia raises a question of familiarity
of Mongolian citizens with new religious traditions. The respondents were asked a question,

“Is it necessary to make schoolchildren get acquainted with the religions of the world?” The
answers are shown in diagram 3.
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Diagram 3
Is it necessary to make schoolchildren get acquainted with the religions of the world?
45 -
40 -
35 -
W Yes, sure
30 4 | Mare likely yes than no
25 -+ " No
50 - m Difficult to answer
= More likely no than yes
15 -~
10 -
5 -
0 .

As diagram 3 shows, most parts of Mongolian population regardless of age think that
schoolchildren need to be acquainted with the religious traditions of the world.
One of the most important ways of getting information about the religious situation in the
country is with the help of mass media. In this regard, the respondents were asked a question,
“Are the media sufficiently covering the problems of religion?”

Diagram 4
Are the media sufficiently covering the problems of religion?

45

40 -

30 HYes

H No
25 7

m Difficult to answer
20 -

10 A
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Wherein, in Western Mongolia, 58% of respondents (42 interviewees) out of 73 interviewees
(100%) indicated that mass media coverage of religious problems is insufficient. Such a point
of view prevails among people at the age of 22-45.

Itis important to pay attention to the respondents’ opinion about the reliability of the media
information connected with the ethnic and religious situation in the country. As diagram 5
shows, interviewees’ opinions differ.

Diagram 5
Are the media covering the ethnic and religious situation adequately?
40
35 A
10 - W Yes, sure
B More likely yes than no
23 ® More likely no than yes
20 A m No
W Difficult to answer
15 ~
= Missed the question
10 A1
5 -
0 1

Attitude to mass media coverage of ethnic and religious issues is ambiguous, as
respondents’ answers show. The number of respondents who estimate the media activity
positively is almost equal to the number of the respondents who demonstrate a negative
position. It should be noted that quite a lot of interviewees — 37% (61 respondents out of
164) — found it difficult to estimate the media coverage of religious processes. Perhaps, it is
connected with underdevelopment of mass media and the Internet communication in the
region. Besides, researchers pay attention to the fact that most religious events are covered
in Mongolia only with the help of specialized (religious) media [Tsybikdorzhiev, Batoeva,
2014: 41].

As a part of the study, we asked the interviewees to give an overall assessment of the
religious situation in the Mongolian People’s Republic. The answers are shown in diagram 6.

It is obvious that the religious situation in Mongolia is estimated differently. 62% of
respondents consider it as rather stable whereas 37% think oppositely. Moreover, the results
of the survey in Western Mongolia show the interviewees are even more inclined to estimate
the religious situations as downscale rather than stable. The results of the survey in Western
Mongolia are shown in diagram 7.
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Diagram 6
All respondents’ assessment of the religious situation
in the Mongolian People’s Republic

45 A
40 -
35 9
H Stable
30 1 B More likely stable than no
25 A = More likely unstable
20 4 | Conflict
m Other
15 =
18
5 -
D 1
Diagram 7
The assessment of the religious situation in the Mongolian People’s
Republic by Western Mongolia population
35 T
30 1
H Stable
25 1
B More likely stable
20 A = More likely unstable
H Conflict
15 1
W Other
10 4
5 e
O 1

As it is clear from diagram 7, 51% of respondents from Western Mongolia estimate
religious processes in Mongolia positively and 48 % — rather negatively. In Central Mongolia,
the situation is a bit different. Thus, 22% of respondents view religious development as stable,
49% think it is more likely stable than unstable. It may be caused by the fact that in Western
Mongolia, in contrast to Central Mongolia, the population have two major religions —
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Buddhism and Bayan-Ulgiyim Aimak Islam; the latter is practiced by ethnic Kazakhs. This
situation may lead to certain ethnic and religious conflicts. It is noteworthy that 63% of
respondents agree with rather stable religious situation particularly in Central Mongolia what
is shown in diagram 8.

Diagram 8
The assessment of the religious situation by Central Mongolia Population
40 -
35 -
30 - M Stable
H More likely stable
257 m More likely unstable
20 A m Conflict
® Other
15 4
¥ Did not answer the question
10 A
5 e
0 1

The respondents were also asked to estimate whether the religion may influence the
development of extremist activities. The answers to this question are given in diagram 9.

Diagram 9
May the religion influence the growth of extremist activity?
30
25
m Definitely yes
20 4 B More likely yes than no
= More likely no than yes
151 H Definitely not
W Found it difficult to answer
10 4
5 -
0 1
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According to the results, we may conclude that most interviewees consider religion one of
the main factors in the development of extremist activities. 21% (41 interviewees out of 164)
definitely answer it is the religion that influences the formation of extremist views, and 29% (47
interviewees out of 164) consider religion as one of the most important factors which influence
such extremist views. In the process of research, we tried to understand which exactly religious
movements have essential impact on formation of extremist views.

Diagram 10
Which religion influences the formation of extremist views?

80 7
70 A
60 - M Buddhism

M Protestantism
50 4+

W slam
40 - m Orthodoxy

® Catholicism
30 A

® Found it difficult to answer
20 A
10

O 1

The answers to this question are in fact predictable. Most interviewees — 65 respondents
(74%) out of 164 (100%) — believe that extremist threat goes particularly from Islam
what corresponds to general whole world opinion about this religion. In support of this
fact, Mongolia citizens named several countries associated with extremist activities. The
interviewees’ associations are shown in diagram 11.

Diagram 11
Countries associated with extremist activities by Mongolian population

3%

m Kazakhstan

M lran

m Sudan

W raq

W Arab countries
M Syria

M Kuwait

m Found it difficult to answer
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It should be noted that being concerned about the development of religious extremism in
the world, Mongolia gained the status of permanent observer of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. The problems of extremism, terrorism, and separatism are major factors which
united countries of Central Asia into a unified organization. It is the necessity to find a solution
to the security problem shared by the countries that led to formation of the SCO. At the same
time, we must say that Mongolia regardless its concern about the world security problems
stands aside of negative tendencies connected with extremist movements. That is why, on
the one hand, extremism and terrorism is not the principal problem of the country at the
moment [Rodionov, 2012: 106]. On the other hand, we should take into consideration that
there is Kazakh population who practice Islam in Bayan-Ulgiyim Aimak, Western Mongolia.
According to official sources, there are no extremist trends in this region at the moment.
However, noting that Mongolia is a neighbour of Russia and Kazakhstan where such trends
have been observed recently, it is not inconceivable that such views may appear in Mongolia.

Targeted state policy may prevent from dissemination of extremist ideas over the country.
To be able to estimate the interviewees’ opinion on the point, we asked the respondents to
indicate the most effective measures in this respect. The answers are shown in diagram 12.

Diagram 12
Which measures may prevent from dissemination of extremist ideas
according to the respondents?

B More effective work of the national
security and police services

B Formation of patriotic clubs and
organisations

1% ® More order and control

B Sound policy of the president and
government

m Strengthening of protection of public
places

m Censorship in the media

1 Suspension of opposition political
associations activity

% Prohibition of strikes and other mass
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Restriction of personal rights of
citizens (wiretapping, security check,
etc.)

m Other

Found it difficult to answer
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We should pay special attention to the fact that along with traditional measures of struggle
with extremism (security service activity, control and order, and similar) 19% of respondents
stand for organizing patriotic clubs who can help to solve the problem of extremism in
Mongolia.

Moreover, we can conclude that Mongolia population see the government as the main
power to control religious relations between people. The interviewees were asked a question
about the policy of the government towards religious communities and their activities.

Diagram 13
According to the respondents, which policy should the government have towards
religious organizations and their activity?

35 o
20 = Try to restrict
25 A , 5 ;
B Notto impose administrative
barriers
20 -+
® Found it difficult to answer
15 A
B Missed the question
10 -
5 -
0 1

It should be mentioned that respondents from Western Mongolia believe that religious
organizations’ activity must be more restricted. Such point of view is shared by 40% of
interviewees. 14% of respondents think that the government should not restrict religious
organizations’ activity. Central Mongolia population have a bit different opinion. Thus, 43%
of respondents stand against the active influence of the state on religious organizations, and
29% believe the government should restrict religious activity.

As a result of our survey research conducted in Mongolia in 2016 we may come to the
following conclusions. At the present time, quite a big number of respondents see themselves
as religious people. The interviewees are familiar not only with traditional for Mongolia
religions but with some new religious movements as well. At the same time, despite the changes
encouraging freedom of conscience and religion quite a lot of respondents believe that they
need more detailed knowledge about religions and religious traditions. They believe they need
both — introducing classes on various religions into school curricula and wider coverage
of religious questions in the media. Most respondents are concerned about the growth of
extremist religious activity in the world. They believe that sound policy of the government
may shield Mongolia from extremist movements on the territory of the state. We may describe
the ethnic and religious situation in Western Mongolia as relatively unstable, as it is proved
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by the answers of the interviewees. Moreover, population of Western Mongolia believes that
the government should influence the activity of religious organizations on the territory of
the country. In this connection, we must note a little ambiguous position of the government
towards the democratic ideas of the freedom of conscience. The government declares the
freedom of conscience but, at the same time, interferes with religious organizations’ activity,
according to the respondents. However, most population do not see any violation of their
rights in this fact because they believe it may contribute to the stability of ethnic and religious
situation in the country.
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