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Y.A. YoTaeBa

AMEPMKAHCKMK yHMBEepCHTET LleHTpaAbHOM A3mn, Buiukek (Kbiprei3ckas Pecnybamkaq)

MYABTUKYABTYPAAU3IM TOPOAA BULLKEK:
STHUYHOCTD U A3bIK B COBETCKUM
N NOCTCOBETCKWUI MEPUOABI

Crarba Usy4JaeT U3MeHEHUs B 9THNYIECKOI KOMIIO3ULIMM TOpoia buirkek B JOCOBETCKMIA,
COBETCKUII ¥ IOCTCOBETCKUII IepPUOJbL, a TaKxXe (PaKTOpbl, KOTOpPbIe BHEC/IN CBOI BKIA[,
B (hopMupoBaHue 1 pasBUTHE MONMITHUYECKOTO 00IIecTBa B ropoge. [Ipyroit mepio cTa-
TbU ABJIAETCA aHA/IN3 A3BIKOBOJ CUTyalluu B bullikexe, M3MeHeHMA B A3bIKOBOI IOJINTHKE
[0 ¥ TIOCJIe MOTy4Y€eHMA He3aBUCUMOCT.

Pasnmuynble GpakTOpbI CIOCOOCTBOBAIM CO3TAHUIO IIOTMATHNYECKOTO 00IecTBa B FOPO-
ne bumkek. Kononusanus, MapycTpuanu3anus, KONIEKTUBU3ALUsA, KY/IbTYPHAs PEBOTIOLNA,
3THMYECKNE JeNopTaLMUM CYLIeCTBeHHO M3MEHNIN 3THNYECKYIO CUTYalMI0 B TOPOZe B JIO-
COBETCKUII U cOBeTCKMIT epuopibl. OfHaKO ITaBHBIMU (PAKTOPAMU dTHUYECKUX U3MEeHEeHUI
110CJIe TIOTyYeHM A He3aBMICUMOCTY CTa/IM SMUTPALMA PYCCKMX, YKPauHILEB, TaTap, HEMLEB
U APYTUX HEKOPEHHBIX STHNYECKNX IPYIII ¥ BHYTPEHHASA MUTpALA KbIPTbI30B 113 PEIYIOHOB
U CETTbCKOJ MECTHOCTH B CTONMULY. SI3bIK — He TONbKO CPefICTBO KOMMYHMKALIMM, HO U BaXK-
HBIII MapKep 3THUYECKOI MIeHTUYHOCTH. B coBeTCcKoe BpeMs pyCCKmMii A3bIK OblT 0puLInaIb-
HbIM 513b1KOM CoBeTckoro Corosa i TOCIIOACTBYIOMINM sI3bIKOM B buiikexe. OH ObIT sI3BIKOM
MeX3THIYECKOI U BHYTPUSTHNUIECKOI KOMMYHMKAIIMY B TOPOJie, ONHAKO MOC/Ie TTONTyYeHUA
HE3aBUCMMOCTH A3bIKOBas CUTYaLusA M3MEeHMIACh. Pycckuit AA3bIK COXpaHUI CBOY NO3ULIIN
B KaueCTBe g3bIKa BBICILIETO 00pa30BaHIsA, HAYKU U MEXXITHIYECKOIO OOLIeHMA.

Kntoueswvie cnosa: MynbTUKYIbTypannu3M, STHUIHOCTD, STHUYECKAA IPYIINa, STHUYECKOE
OOJIBIINHCTBO, COBETCKIUIL IIePHO, IOCTCOBETCKMIT IEPUO, TIePeINCh HACETeHNs, COLIIOTIO-
TYecKoe McCaefoBaHme, STHUYeCKas MUTPAL M.
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MULTICULTURALISM OF BISHKEK CITY: ETHNICITY AND
LANGUAGE IN SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET TIMES

The paper studies the changes in the ethnic composition of Bishkek city in the pre-Soviet
period, Soviet and the post-Soviet periods, and the factors that contributed to the creation
and development of multiethnic society in Bishkek city. The other focus of the paper will be
the analysis of the language situation in Bishkek, the shifts in the language policy of the city
before and after independence.

Various factors contributed to the development of a multiethnic society in Bishkek city.
Colonization, Industrialization, Collectivization, Cultural Revolution, ethnic deportations
dramatically changed the ethnic situation in the city during the pre-Soviet and Soviet times.
However, the main factors of ethnic changes after independence were the emigration of
Russians, Ukrainians, Tatars, Germans and other non-indigenous ethnic groups and the
internal migration of Kyrgyz from regions and rural areas to Bishkek city.

Language is not only the means of communication but an important marker of ethnic
identity. During the Soviet time, Russian was the official language in the Soviet Union as well
as the dominant language in Bishkek city. It was the language of interethnic and intra-ethnic
communication in the city. However, after independence Russian still retains its position as
the language of higher education, science and interethnic communication.

Key words: multiculturalism, ethnicity, ethnic group, ethnic majority, Soviet period, post-
Soviet period, census, survey, ethnic migration.

DOI: 10.14258/nreur (2018) 3-07

Yoraesa YonmoH [I)keHnubekoBHa, JOKTOP UCTOPUYECKNX HAYK, Ipodeccop, pyKOBOAU-
TeJIb IPOTPaMMBbI AHTPOIIOIOTMY AMEPUKAaHCKOTO YHUBepcuTeTa LlenTpanpHoit Asum, bu-
kek (Kbipreisckas Pecriybrmxa). Azpec mist konrakTos: cholponchtv@gmail.com

ntroduction
I Bishkek is the capital and the largest city of Kyrgyzstan. Built by the Russian Empire in
1878, Bishkek witnessed dramatic ethno-demographic changes that took place during the
Soviet and post-Soviet periods. Originally established as the city for Russian administration,
Bishkek turned to be truly multiethnic with more than 80 ethnic groups living there today.
According to the official data of the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic,
by January 1, 2017, one million people resided in Bishkek city that consisted one sixth of the
total population of six million people in the Kyrgyz Republic [Natsional'nyi statisticheskii
komitet Kyrgyzskoi Respubliki].
According to the official statistics of 2016, the ethnic groups of Bishkek city were represented
by 72% of Kyrgyz, 18% of Russians, 1.6% of Uighurs, 1.3% of Uzbeks, 1.3% of Koreans, 1.2% of
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Tatars, 1% of Kazakhs, 0.6% of Ukrainians, 0.5% of Dungans and 2.5% of other ethnic groups
[Natsionalnyi statisticheskii komitet Kyrgyzskoi Respubliki].

This paper will study the changes in the ethnic composition of Bishkek city in the pre-Soviet
period, Soviet and the post-Soviet periods, and the factors that contributed to the creation and
development of multiethnic society in Bishkek city at those time periods. The other focus of the
paper will be the analysis of the language issue in Bishkek, the shifts in the language policy and
language situation of the city before and after independence and the role of two languages widely
spoken in Bishkek at present such as Russian and Kyrgyz based on the 2003 and 2011 surveys.
It will also be argued in the paper that both, language and ethnicity are closely related, since
language can serve not only as the means of communication but also a marker of ethnic identity.

Historical background

In 2017, Bishkek officially celebrated its 139th anniversary. However, historians believe
that the city is much older compared to its official age. The archeological findings suggest dis-
tinguishing four historical periods in the development of Bishkek city: the first Turkic period
that lasted from the 7th to 13th centuries, the second Russian period from 1825 to 1926, the
third Soviet period from 1924 to 1991, and the last post-Soviet period from 1991 till present.

Bishkek was established as a settlement in the 7-8th centuries during the Turkic period.
Although the settlement began to develop at the time of Turkic Kaganate, those who mainly
lived there were not Turks but Sogdians, the people who settled there before Turks came and
subordinated them. While Sogdians were sedentary people engaged in the trade along the
Great Silk Road and lived in cities, Turks led a nomadic lifestyle and occupied predominantly
rural areas. The main route of the Great Silk Road was going through the Chui Valley and can
be associated presently with Jibek Jolu Avenue, one of the oldest streets in Bishkek city. In the
13th century, the settlement was completely destroyed by Genghis Khan’s army, so that the
prosperous urban culture of northern Kyrgyzstan ceased to exist.

In 1825, Bishkek fortress was built by Kogand Khanate that made every effort to conquer
northern Kyrgyzstan since the 1820s. The purpose of building such fortresses was both military
and economical: to garrison Kogand troops and to control and secure the trade routes that
passed through the territory of northern Kyrgyzstan to Russia. While Kyrgyz were nomads
and lived in rural areas, Bishkek was mainly occupied by Sarts, the settled people of Central
Asia that spoke Turkic languages and practiced farming and trade.

Bishkek fortress was destroyed by Russian troops when they came to colonize the region
and undermine Kogand influence there. It was rebuilt as a Russian settlement after their
annexation of northern Kyrgyzstan in 1868. Pishpek (distorted Bishkek), as it was called by
Russians, became the center of Pishpek uezd, one of the districts in the newly established
province of the Russian Empire — Turkestan Governorate-General.

The present-day city of Bishkek was established in 1878. It was the time when the Russian
authorities granted Bishkek the status of a city and adopted the project of Bishkek urban
development. According to the project, a small village had to be turned into a big city with
broad streets and avenues, beautiful parks and squares.

With the establishment of the Soviet rule on the territory of Kyrgyzstan, the status of
Bishkek city was promoted. As a result of the 1924 national-territorial delimitation of Central
Asia, Bishkek became the political and administrative city of the newly created Kara-Kyrgyz

E-mail: journal.asu.ru/index.php/wv
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Autonomous Oblast. In 1926, Bishkek became the capital city of the Kyrgyz Autonomous
Republic and was renamed Frunze after the famous commander of the Red Army Mikhail
Frunze who was born there. In 1936, Bishkek became the capital of the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist
Republic, one of the fifteen union republics in the USSR.

In 1991, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the city was returned its original name
Bishkek. It became the capital of the newly created independent Kyrgyz Republic, though
called the Republic of Kyrgyzstan prior to 1993.

Ethnicity in pre-Soviet period

During the Russian Empire, the population of Bishkek was represented mainly by Russians,
Ukrainians, Sarts, Tatars, Dungans and some others.

Since Bishkek was built as the headquarters of Russian colonial authorities in Central Asia,
the majority of its inhabitants were Russians. Most of Russians as well as Ukrainians appeared
in Bishkek and other cities of northern Kyrgyzstan as a result of the immigration policy
initiated by Tsarist authorities in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It was the policy of
driving peasants from the internal provinces of Russia and Ukraine and resettling them on the
territories of northern Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. According to Krongardt, the population
of Russians and Ukrainians on the territory of Kyrgyzstan reached about 122,000 people by
1914 [Krongardt, 1997: 27].

At that time, very few Kyrgyz lived in Bishkek. The Kyrgyz, especially those in the northern
part of Kyrgyzstan, led a nomadic life style and were engaged in cattle-breading almost till
the early 1930s when they were ultimately forced to settle by the Soviet regime. Therefore, the
majority of Kyrgyz did not live in cities but occupied rural areas.

As for Tatars, most of them appeared in the region in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
after the annexation of Central Asia by the Russian Empire. Tatars came to the region along
with Russian troops as interpreters, religious figures, soldiers and officers. Tatars were Muslims
who since the 16th century lived under the Russian suzerainty. They were dispatched to the
region by Russian colonial authorities as the guides of Russian culture and influence. They
taught Kyrgyz the basics of the Islamic religion and literacy, opened elementary schools for
children, and served as the interpreters between the Russian administration and local people.
Most of them came from Kazan, Ufa, Orenburg, and other cities and provinces of Russia and
settled in the cities of Kyrgyzstan [Krongardt, 1997: 28].

In the second half of the 19th century, 14,000 Dungans migrated to the territory of
Kyrgyzstan [Krongardt, 1997: 29]. The majority of Dungans were refugees who took part in the
rebellion against Chinese authorities and escaped to Kyrgyzstan because of their suppression
and persecution in China. The first group of Dungans migrated to Kyrgyzstan in 1877. In
1881-1883, the second group of Dungans arrived in Kyrgyzstan. The second group of Dungans
settled in Pishpek uezd [Krongardt, 1997: 29].

Ethnicity under Soviet rule

When Bishkek became the political, economic and cultural center of the Kyrgyz Soviet
Socialist Republic, its population and ethnic diversity grew dramatically.

The first Soviet census of 1926 recorded almost 36,000 people in Bishkek [Vsesoiuznaia
perepis’ naseleniia 1926 goda: Kirgizskaia ASSR]. Among them, Russians made up almost
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70%, Uzbeks — 5.5%, Ukrainians — 5.5%, Kyrgyz — 4.6%, Tatars — 3.6%, Dungans — 3.3%
and other ethnicities — 8% [Vsesoiuznaia perepis’ naseleniia 1926 goda: Kirgizskaia ASSR].

Various processes and factors contributed to the formation of multiethnic society in
Bishkek. Industrialization, Collectivization, Cultural Revolution, ethnic deportations during
the Soviet period considerably changed the ethnic situation in the city.

The majority of Slavs appeared in Kyrgyzstan as a result of the policy of migration initiated
and regulated by the central government. According to it, many workers, engineers, scientists
and artists of Slavic origin were dispatched to Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia in order to work at
the newly emerged factories and enterprises and to develop Kyrgyz and Central Asian science,
education and art. Slavs mainly occupied the capital, Bishkek city, and other cities and villages
in Chui and Issyk-Kul provinces of Kyrgyzstan.

As a result, the proportions of Russians and Ukrainians in Kyrgyzstan increased. In 1926,
Russians and Ukrainians made up 11.7% and 6.4% in the population of the republic. Ten years
later, in 1936, their proportions reached 20.8% and 9.4% correspondingly [Orusbaev,1990: 29).

The increase in the proportion of non-Kyrgyz ethnicities in Kyrgyzstan was caused by the
deportations of ethnic groups initiated by Stalin in the 1930s. The entire ethnic groups were
forced to move from their original lands in Central Russia, Far East, Northern Caucasia, Baltic
republics, Crimea and then resettled in Kyrgyzstan and other republics of Central Asia.

First Uighurs came to Kyrgyzstan in the 1920s. The second wave of Uighur migration
took place in the 1950-60s with the establishment of the Communist regime and Cultural
Revolution in China. Most of them settled in the cities of northern Kyrgyzstan such as Bishkek,
Tokmok and Karakol.

Kazakh migration to Kyrgyzstan was caused by the 1933 famine in Kazakhstan. Most of
Kazakhs settled in Chui and Talas provinces.

In 1937, the Kurds of Armenia and Azerbaijan were deported. The same year the Koreans
of the Far East were forced to migrate. The Great Patriotic War became the ground for the
deportations of Germans from the Volga region, the peoples of the newly incorporated
territories of Bessarabia, Western Ukraine, Baltic republics as well as Ingush, Chechens,
Balkars, Kalmyks, Turks-Meskhetians, Crimean Tatars. However, first Germans migrated to
Kyrgyzstan earlier during the time of the Russian Empire.

Finally, the evacuation of prominent scholars and artists from the regions affected by the
Great Patriotic War to Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia also greatly contributed to the formation
of a multiethnic society in Bishkek and the rise in the proportion of non-Kyrgyz ethnicities
in Kyrgyzstan.

Since the late 1950s, the new demographic trends emerged. On the one hand,
Industrialization that intensified after the Great Patriotic War with the relocation of heavy
industry and machinery of Russia in Kyrgyzstan resulted in the establishment of new plants
and factories in the republic and the immigration of more Russians to Bishkek and other
industrial cities.

On the other, the internal migration of Kyrgyz, mainly from rural areas towards urban
centers of Kyrgyzstan promoted the increase in the Kyrgyz population of Bishkek. Historically,
most of Kyrgyz lived in villages, where they were engaged in such activities as cattle-breeding
and tobacco cultivation. The creation of new jobs at the newly opened enterprises and
the desire of the young generation to study at high educational institutions and colleges
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forced them to move to cities. According to the 1959 census, Kyrgyz formed 40.5% of the
population in the republic, 13.3% among urban residents and 10.4% in Bishkek city [Naselenie
Kyrgyzstana: itogi pervoi natsional’noi perepisi naseleniia Kyrgyzskoi Respubliki 1999 goda
v tablitsakh, 2000: 81].

Since the 1970s, the rise in the proportion of Kyrgyz in Bishkek and Kyrgyzstan continued.
In the 1970s it was due to the migration of Russians, Ukrainians, Tatars, Germans and others
to the Baltic republics as well the newly so-called great construction projects of the Soviet
Union in Siberia and the Far East. Since the majority of those non-indigenous ethnicities was
urban residents, their emigration affected the ethnic composition of Bishkek and other cities.

The 1979 census of Kyrgyzstan marked the highest populations of Russians (25.9%),
Ukrainians (3.1%), Germans (2.9%) and Tatars (2%) in the republic. Since that time their
number began to decline [Osnovnye itogi pervoi natsional'noi perepisi naseleniia Kyrgyzskoi
Respubliki 1999 goda, 2000: 26).

In the 1980s, the ethnic emigrations intensified. However, in the 1980s they directed the
historical lands of those ethnicities. According to the data of the 1989 census, the number
of Russians decreased to 21.5%, Ukrainians to 2.5%, Germans to 2.4% and Tatars to 1.6%
(First National Population Census 199926). According to the data of the last Soviet census in
1989, the population of 620,000 people in Bishkek was represented by 56% of Russians, 23%
of Kyrgyz, 5.5% of Ukrainians, 2.2% of Germans [Vtoraya natsional’'naya perepis’ naseleniya
Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda] (See Table 1).

That is, the emigration of non-indigenous ethnic groups, on the one hand, and the internal
migration of Kyrgyz, on the other, brought to the development of the new ethnic situation in
Bishkek city where Kyrgyz became the ethnic majority.

Ethnicity after independence

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the ethnic situation in Bishkek dramatically changed.
Although it remained a multiethnic city, significant shifts in the populations of ethnic groups
took place.

Bishkek ceased to be the city of Russians and Russians were not any more the numerical
majority in Bishkek city. Although the population in the city in 1999 increased to 762,000
people, the proportion of Russians declined by more than 20%, from 56% in 1989 to 33%
in 1999 [Vtoraia natsional’naia perepis’ naseleniia Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda]. In 1999, the
proportion of Kyrgyz reached 52% in Bishkek and for the first time in the history of the
city they appeared to be the majority in the city [Vtoraya natsional'naya perepis’ naseleniya
Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda]. As for Russians, they turned to be the second largest ethnic group
in Bishkek after Kyrgyz [Vtoraia natsional’naia perepis’ naseleniia Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda]
(See Table 1).

Two main factors contributed to the shift in the ethnic composition of Bishkek city after
independence. The first factor is the ethnic emigration of Russians, Ukrainians, Germans,
Tatars, Kazakhs, Koreans and other non-indigenous ethnic groups to their historical homelands.
The second factor is the internal migration of Kyrgyz, Uighurs, Dungans, Turks and some
others from provinces and rural areas of Kyrgyzstan to Bishkek as well as their high birth rate.

As a result of Kyrgyz internal migration to Bishkek city, 17 shanty districts with the total
population of 95,000 people emerged around the capital by 1999 [Osnovnye itogi pervoi
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natsional’noi perepisi naseleniia Kyrgyzskoi Respubliki 1999 goda, 2000: 84]. Those shanty
districts occupied the same area that Bishkek alone occupied before. At the same time, they
lack an infrastructure and services there. Most of residents are unemployed.

After independence, two national censuses were carried out in Kyrgyzstan in 1999 and 2009.
Analyzing the data of three censuses, the last Soviet census of 1989 and two national censuses
0f 1999 and 2009, dramatic changes in the ethnic composition of Bishkek city can be observed
(See Table 1). The proportion of Kyrgyz grew from 23% in 1989 to 52% in 1999 and 60% in
2009, while the percentage of Russians declined from 56% in 1989, 33% in 1999 and 24% in
2009 [Vtoraia natsional’naia perepis’ naseleniia Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda].

In general, the population of Bishkek city can be divided into three groups.

The first group includes Kyrgyz whose number significantly increased between two national
censuses of 1999 and 2009 as a result of their internal migration and high birth rate. Between
1999 and 2009, the population of Kyrgyz increased from almost 400,000 to 552,000 people,
or by almost 8% from 52% to 60%. The majority of those Kyrgyz came to Bishkek from all
provinces and villages of Kyrgyzstan where there didn’'t have enough jobs. In Bishkek, they
were mainly employed in the markets of the city.

The second group represents those ethnicities whose populations sharply declined due to
emigration. They are Russians, Tatars, Kazakhs, Ukrainians, Germans and others. In the period
0f 1999-2009, the population of Russians declined from 250,000 to 190,000 people, or by 10%
from 33% to 23%. The number of Tatars dropped from about 16,000 to 13,000 people, or from
2% to 1.5%. The population of Kazakhs decreased from 12,000 to 9,000 people, or from 1.6%
to 1%. The number of Ukrainians dropped from 16,000 to almost 8,000 people, or from 2%
to less than 1%. And the population of Germans declined from 5,000 to 2,500 people, or from
0.7% to 0.3%. Most of them emigrated to their historical lands: Russia, Kazakhstan, Germany.

Ethnic composition of Bishkek city in 1989, 1999, 2009

Poyz;l;;ion % Po;iglga;ion % Pogl(;lg;ion %
All 619903 100,00% 762308 100,00% 835743 100,00%
Kyrgyz 141841 22,88% 398000 52,21% 552957 60,16%
Russians 345387 55,72% 252831 33,17% 192080 23,78%
Uighurs 10977 1,77% 13143 1,72% 13380 6,80%
Tatars 16984 2,74% 15817 2,07% 12712 1,52%
Koreans 10043 1,62% 12710 1,67% 12014 1,44%
Uzbeks 10390 1,68% 12393 1,63% 11801 1.41%
Kazakhs 8943 1,44% 12064 1,58% 9013 1,08%
Ukrainians 34321 5,54% 16125 2,12% 7987 0,96%
Dungans 2618 0,42% 3558 0,47 % 4040 0,48%
Turks 908 0,15% 2277 0,30% 3149 0,38%
Germans 13619 2,20% 5228 0,69% 2554 0,31%

Source: Vtoraia natsional'naia perepis’ naseleniia Kyrgyzstana 2009 goda, http://www.stat.kg
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The third group consists of those ethnic groups whose populations remained more or less
stable during the period of 1999-2009. They are Uighurs, Koreans, Uzbeks, Dungans and Turks.
The populations of Uighurs, Dungans and Turks slightly increased, while the populations of
Koreans and Uzbeks slightly declined. The number of Uighurs increased from 13,143 to 13,380
people, or by 5% from 1.7% to 6.8%. That is, Uighurs became the third largest ethnic group in
Bishkek. The population of Dungans increased from 3,558 to 4,040 people, or from 0.47% to
0.48%. The population of Turks increased from 2,277 to 3,149 people, or from 0.3% to 0.38%.
At the same time, the number of Koreans and Uzbeks dropped from 12,710 to 12,014 people, or
from 1.67% to 1.44%, and from 12,383 to 11,801 people, or from 1.63% to 1.41% respectively.

There is a number of particularities in the geographical distribution of ethnic groups in
Bishkek city. Previously most of Russians, Ukrainians, and Slavs inhabited the center and the
southern part of Bishkek city, while Kyrgyz, Uighurs, Uzbeks and others mainly occupied the
north, east and suburbs. At present, new patterns emerged in the geographical distribution of
ethnicities in Bishkek. The majority of Kyrgyz who arrived in Bishkek in the 1990s and later
settled around Bishkek in so-called shanty districts.

Language and ethnicity

Language is not only the system of communication. There is another aspect of language that
is not immediately self-evident. Language is a symbol of ethnic identity and ethnic grou s. In
this regard, communicative and symbolic functions should be distinguished within language.
Presently, the censuses of many countries in the world have the question of language but not
the question of ethnicity.

At the same time, many scholars refuse to regard language as an important part of ethnic
identity, since there are ethnic groups that survived their ethnic languages but did not assimilate.
That is, the decline of language does not always bring to the decline of ethnicity. When the
communicative function of the language declines, the symbolic role of the language remains.

Learnt from childhood, language becomes an integral part of personality. The individual
usually identifies with his language and has a strong sense of loyalty to it. Because of its
powerful and visible symbolism skillful politicians use language as a banner to find mass
support and gain political power. However, linguistic nationalists usually emphasize the
communicative aspect of language when initiating their campaigns to revive and preserve
their languages.

A skillful manipulation of languages can affect ethnic identity. The national-territorial
delimitation of Turkestan in 1924 prevented the consolidation of Turkic speaking peoples in
Central Asia on their common cultural and religious basis. Moreover, the language reforms of
1920-40s resulted in the disconnection of Islamic and Turkic traditions in Central Asia with
the Middle East and the development of a new Soviet culture in the region.

Historically, the Turkic languages of Central Asia, including Kyrgyz, were written in the
Arabic script. In 1924, a modified Arabic script was introduced for Kyrgyz. In 1927, the Kyrgyz
language switched from Arabic to Latin. In 1941, the Cyrillic alphabet was adopted for Kyrgyz.

While the first reform was linguistically justified, the second reform undermined the
influence of Islam in Central Asia. Although the adoption of Latin helped eliminating illiteracy
in Central Asia during the second reform, the third reform cut Central Asia from the growing
political and cultural influence of Turkey paving the way for further russification.
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Language is the cement that keeps together the members of an ethnic group and the
boundary that differentiate one ethnic group from another. The first contact with a different
ethnicity takes place when the individual hears a different language. It is the time when he
makes a distinction between “Us” and “Them’, between “Our” community and “Their”. To go
beyond your ethnicity requires mastering a different language.

Language is a specific element of ethnic culture. The particularities of history, economy,
politics, culture, geographical location, psychology and lifestyle are reflected in language.

“Languages do not just symbolize its associated culture, and they are not just indexically
better suited for its related culture than are any other languages”, “in huge areas of real life the
language is the culture and neither law nor education nor religion nor government nor politics
nor social organization would be possible without it” [Fishman, 1999: 444-5]. Particular
languages are created by particular ethnic groups and the latter has the historical right to them.

Language of pre-Soviet and Soviet times

Established in 1878 by Russian authorities, Bishkek turned to be the city of Russians. The
Russians represented the new regime and the new ruling elite in Central Asia. Russians were
the numerical majority in the city unlike Kyrgyz and others locals who predominantly lived
in traditional towns or villages of the region. The language spoken in Bishkek was Russian too.
That is, in the pre-Soviet period, Russian was the language of administration and the language
of Russian ethnic majority in the city.

When the Bolsheviks came to power and established the Soviet rule in Kyrgyzstan, they
initiated a new language policy. The Bolsheviks refused to introduce the only official language
in the state but promoted multilingualism. That policy was motivated by the attempts of
Bolsheviks to go away from the policy of russification followed by the Russian Empire.
However, in the late 1930s a radical shift took place and the course changed in favor of the
Russian language again.

Although the Kyrgyz language was promoted in Kyrgyzstan at the earlier stage of the Soviet
rule, the situation in Bishkek city was still very different. The population of Russians in the
city continued to grow as a result of the Soviet policy of migrations. Russians represented an
absolute majority in the city, while the proportion of Kyrgyz there was still very small.

With the shift towards the policy of russification in the Soviet Union in general and union
republics in particular, the position of Russian in Bishkek became even stronger. Most of
secondary schools and higher educational institutions switched to Russian as the language of
instruction. All schools instructing in Kyrgyz were closed with the only exception for School
#5 in Bishkek that remained to instruct its students in Kyrgyz. From 1959 to 1989, Kyrgyz was
not taught in secondary schools of Kyrgyzstan. As a result, 42% of Kyrgyz pupils did not study
Kyrgyz at schools and could speak Kyrgyz during informal communication only [Sovetskaia
Kirgiziia, 1987].

The language continues to play its communicative role if the members of an ethnic group
are geographically concentrated. If the members of an ethnic group are geographically
dispersed, their language can lose its communicative role. All other ethnicities that migrated
to Bishkek during the Soviet time were much fewer in their number compared to Russians,
so that they had to adapt to the existing linguistic situation in the city and learn Russian to
communicate with others and even between themselves. Russian became the language of
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interethnic and intra-ethnic communication in both Bishkek city and Kyrgyzstan as well as
the language of the official correspondence in state agencies, the language of science, education
and mass media, though the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic formally
declared Kyrgyz the official language in the republic.

At the same time, the language policy of the Soviets during the later stage did not diminish
the importance of ethnic languages as the main markers of ethnic identity. For the absolute
majority of the Soviet people, ethnic languages remained the symbol of their ethnic identity.
According to the 1979 census, 93.1% of the population in Kyrgyzstan mentioned their mother
tongues as the languages of their ethnicities [Naselenie SSSR, 1980: 23].

Language after independence

After the breakup of the Soviet Union and the declaration of independence by Kyrgyzstan,
the language policy and language situation tremendously changed. The major shift concerned
the new de jure and de facto status of Kyrgyz in the republic, especially in Bishkek city. Despite
this, Russian retained its position as the language of interethnic communication, higher
education and mass media in Bishkek city.

One of the first measures in the new language policy was the adoption of the 1989 law
that declared Kyrgyz the only state language in Kyrgyzstan. The law pursued both political
and linguistic goals. Politically, it aimed at the decentralization from Moscow and was part of
the nation and state building in Kyrgyzstan. As for the linguistic goal, the new law aimed to
promote the status of Kyrgyz and to fill in the gap emerged between the official use of Kyrgyz
and Russian. Kyrgyz had to be introduced in all aspects of political and social life of the
republic and gradually [Chotaeva, 2004: 93].

The new language policy also manifested itself in the change of geographical names of the
cities, villages and streets. Original Kyrgyz names were returned to the objects, while Russian
names were translated into Kyrgyz. For example, the original name Karakol was returned to
Przhevalsk, while Rybachye was simply translated into Kyrgyz as Balykchy. The major streets
and avenues in Bishkek city were also given Kyrgyz names. For example, Sovetskaya Street
turned into Baytik Baatyr Street, Belinskaya Avenue became Manas Avenue, and Dzerzhinskaya
Avenue became Erkindik Avenue.

Nevertheless, the course of de-russification initiated by post-Soviet Kyrgyz authorities
could not immediately undermine the position of Russian in the country. Although Russians
began to emigrate to their historical land and their number started to decline, they still formed
the second largest ethnic group in Bishkek.

In 2000, the new language law recognized the importance of Russian and declared it the
official language of Kyrgyzstan. Soon the amendments regarding the new status of Russian
were introduced to the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic.

With the mass migration of Kyrgyz from other provinces and cities to Bishkek, the position
of the Kyrgyz language in the city changed. If earlier the Kyrgyz language was predominantly
the language of intra-ethnic and intra-family communication, in the post-Soviet period it
turned to be the second widely spoken language in Bishkek.

That is, the emigration of Russians and other Russian speaking groups, on the one hand,
and the internal migration of Kyrgyz to Bishkek, on the other, were the main factors that
contributed to the shifts in the language situation of Bishkek city.
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The new language course towards Kyrgyz was finally shaped in the 2004 law that again
emphasized the status of Kyrgyz as the only state language of Kyrgyzstan. Moreover, the decree
prescribed a gradual switch of the official paper work in state agencies to Kyrgyz. At the same
time, the law was accompanied by the decree of the president that charged the Government
to develop bilingualism in the country and set favorable conditions for both languages Kyrgyz
and Russian [Chotaeva, 2004: 102-3].

In 2013, by the Decree of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic and the Resolution of the
Parliament, the Concept of Strengthening the Unity of the People and Interethnic Relations in the
Kyrgyz Republic was adopted. It became the very first state document that defined the strategy
of the government in interethnic relations. The Concept aimed to build the civic nation in
Kyrgyzstan on the basis of the Kyrgyz language [Kontseptsiya ukrepleniya edinstva naroda i
mezhetnicheskikh otnosheniy v Kyrgyzskoy Respublike].

Ethnicity and language in 2003 and 2011 surveys

In 2003 and 2011, two surveys were conducted to study the interethnic situation in
Kyrgyzstan'®. Both of them were carried out in five regions of Kyrgyzstan: Chui, Issyk-Kul, Osh,
Djalal-Abad provinces and Bishkek city. The main criterion how those regions were chosen
was their more diverse ethnic composition compared to others.

1000 people aged 16 and higher were questioned (200 people in each of the above
mentioned regions) by means of a questionnaire that contained 31-38 questions. Respondents
were selected based on their ethnicity, so that the major ethnic groups of Kyrgyzstan could be
represented in the surveys. The questions of the surveys included the questions of language,
ethnicity, religion, interethnic relations, interethnic integration, etc.

Therefore, both surveys had similar samplings and questions, so that the findings of both
can be compared to see the dynamics within 8 years between the surveys. This section will
present and discuss the findings regarding the language situation in Bishkek city, the relation
of language to ethnicity as well as the language preferences of Bishkek respondents.

Since ethnicity was the main criterion in the samplings of both surveys, the largest ethnic
groups of Kyrgyzstan and Bishkek city such as Kyrgyz, Russian, and Uzbeks were represented
correspondingly in the surveys.

In 2003, 53% of Kyrgyz, 35% of Russians, and 12% of other ethnicities took part in the
survey from Bishkek city. As for the 2011 survey, there were 50.3% of Kyrgyz, 30.2% of
Russians and almost 20% of other ethnicities from Bishkek.

In the question on mother tongue, 52% of respondents mentioned Kyrgyz, 37% mentioned
Russian and 10% mentioned other languages in Bishkek city in the 2003 survey.

As for the 2011 survey, in the same question on mother tongue, 51% of respondents
mentioned Kyrgyz, 31% mentioned Russian and almost 18% mentioned other languages of
Bishkek city. Of course, among those respondents who mentioned Russian was not only ethnic
Russians but other ethnicities too who considered Russian as their mother tongue.

At the same time, the surveys reconfirmed the statement that for the majority of respondents
in Kyrgyzstan, language is an important marker of their ethnic identity and answering «yes’

162003 and 2011 surveys were conducted by the author of the paper. The 2003 survey was funded by the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, while the 2011 survey was carried out within the framework
of the UNESCO project.
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to the question about their mother tongue, they wanted to emphasize their belonging to their
ethnicity.

The data of the 2003 and 2011 surveys conducted by the author demonstrated that the
majority of respondents prefer to speak their ethnic languages in their families. That is,
ethnic languages are the most stable in families. However, the situation changes when it
comes to the secondary and higher educational institutions where more people prefer to
study in Russian.

According to the data of the 2003 survey, almost 52% of respondents were brought up in
their families in Russian, 44% in Kyrgyz and the rest in other ethnic languages. In the 2011
survey, 52% of respondents were raised in Kyrgyz, 44% in Russian and the rest in others.

Although the language of instruction at schools is often determined by the language spoken
in the family, the Soviet time was marked by the trend when parents preferred to place their
children in Russian schools. It was explained by a higher status of Russian during that time,
better quality of education in Russian schools and a wider range of employment opportunities
after graduation. The same trend continued after independence, although the respondents
were motivated by different factors.

According to the 2003 survey, 58% of respondents studied in Russian schools, almost 37%
in Kyrgyz, and 3% in Uzbek. During the 2011 survey, or 8 years later, 59% studied in Russian,
41% in Kyrgyz and about 2% in Uzbek.

Of course, the respondents who studied in Russian schools were not only of Russian
ethnicity but others too, including Kyrgyz. At the same time, the number of respondents who
attended Kyrgyz schools increased in 2011 that can be explained by a gradual promotion of
the Kyrgyz language, especially at the state level.

Although the status of Kyrgyz after independence was promoted according to the new
language policy, Russian was still widely spoken in the city. In the higher and secondary special
education, Russian remained the dominant language of instruction.

In the 2003 survey, 56% of respondents were taught in Russian and 10% in Kyrgyz. Of
course, only 65% of respondents had higher, higher incomplete or secondary vocational
education. In the 2011 survey, 74% of respondents were educated in Russian and 17% in
Kyrgyz out of 82% of respondents with higher education, higher incomplete or secondary
vocational education.

Quite similar situation is in the working places. By the data of the 2003 survey, almost
63% of respondents spoke Russian in their offices and 21% spoke Kyrgyz. In the 2001 survey,
almost 62% spoke Russian and 35% spoke Kyrgyz. You may see that 8 years later more people
turned to speak Kyrgyz in their working places. At the same time, the proportion of Kyrgyz
speaking respondents doesn't significantly affect the preferences of those respondents speaking
Russian in offices.

That is, in the organizations and companies that respondents worked for, the main language
of communication is Russian. This could be explained by the traditions of the Soviet time when
the language of the official correspondence in the state was Russian. At the same time, the
new trend could be observed when the number of Kyrgyz speaking respondents is increasing
too. This is the result of the language policy after independence when Kyrgyz was declared the
state language in the country and the official correspondence in state agencies is also gradually
switching to Kyrgyz.

Hapogp! v penvrum Eepasumn « 2018 Ne3 (16)



Yotaesa Y. . MynsTuKynsTypanvsm ropofa buLkek: STHUYHOCTb 1 A3bIK... 87

Conclusion

Various factors contributed to the development of a multiethnic society in Bishkek city.
Colonization, Industrialization, Collectivization, Cultural Revolution, ethnic deportations
dramatically changed the ethnic situation in the city during the Soviets. However, the main
factors of ethnic changes after independence were the emigration of Russians, Ukrainians,
Tatars, Germans and other non-indigenous ethnic groups to their homelands and the internal
migration of Kyrgyz from regions and rural areas to Bishkek city.

The language situation in Bishkek is closely related to the ethnic composition of the
city. Language is not only the means of communication but an important marker of ethnic
identity. During the Soviet time, Russian was the official language in the Soviet Union as well
as the dominant language in Bishkek city. It was the language of interethnic and intra-ethnic
communication in the city. However, after independence the language situation changed. The
2004 language law in Kyrgyzstan announced Kyrgyz the only state language in the country.
According to it, the official correspondence in Kyrgyzstan was supposed switch to Kyrgyz.

Currently Russian remains the second language spoken in Bishkek. It retains its position as
the language of higher education, science and interethnic communication. Good evidence is
the findings of the 2003 and 2011 surveys when the majority of the respondents in Bishkek city
indicated their ethnic languages as their mother tongues. They speak their ethnic languages in
family and intra-ethnic communication but study in Russian in educational institutions and
speak Russian in their working places.

Although the number of Russians and Russian speaking groups are steadily declining
today, the position of Russian in Bishkek is still quite stable. Russian continues to play a
significant role in the political, economic and social life of the city. It can be explained by the
terminological and functional weakness of the Kyrgyz language, the presence of a significant
proportion of ethnic minorities in Bishkek that is predominantly Russian speaking, and the
recent labor migration of Kyrgyz people to Russia. Therefore, the orientation towards Russian
among the people of Kyrgyzstan will remain in the future, though it could be harder for the
younger generations to master it.
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M.B. CtypoBa

[eHeanornyeckas KOMMNaHMs «(MicTopuyeckas mactepckasy, bapHaya (Poccus)

PYCCKO-KA3AXCKHUE LULKOAbI B CUCTEME
FTOCYAAPCTBEHHOTIO YNPABAEHUA
OBPA3OBATEAbHbIM NMPOCTPAHCTBOM CTEMHOTO
FTEHEPAA-TYBEPHATOPCTBA HAYAAA XX B."

VccnemyeTcst MeCTO PycCKO-Ka3aXCKMX LIKOJT B CUCTeMe yIpaBlIeHNA UMIEepPCKOil afiMu-
nucrpanmeit CrerHpiM Kpaem B Hadasie XX B. O0bscHsAeTCA, KaKM 00pa3oM pyccKo-Kasax-
CKas MIKo/a (M KaK ee OTBETBJICHNE CIIeL[Ma/IbHO aallTUPOBaHHAS K XO3AICTBEHHO-OBITO-
BBIM YC/IOBUAM KOY€BOTO 0OIeCTBa ay/IbHas IIKOJIA) BBIIOMHAIA (PYHKIMIO aKKY/IbTYpaluu
KOPEHHOTO0 HacenieHns. B xoie paccMOTpeHM s 3aKOHOJaTe/IbHOTO PEryMpoBaHNsA Mpoliecca
00y4eHIs B « THOPOFUECKIUX YUVMIMIAX» ABTOP YAenseT BHIMaHIe [lepeceIeHNI0 MHTEPEeCOB
MUHMICTEPCTB, KOHTPOIMPOBABIINX 00pa3oBaTe/IbHYIO NONMUTUKY B AKMOMHCKoI 1 CeMu-
IIaJIATMHCKOM 06/1acTAX. AHAaIM3MPYA 3aKOHOJATENbHYI0 6a3y 00pa3oBaTeIbHOI MHTETpa-
IV, TIPOLIECC CTPOUTENIbCTBA PYCCKO-Ka3aXCKMUX IITKOJI, aBTOP BBIAB/IAET Pa3HOBEKTOPHYIO
HaIpaBJIeHHOCTD fleficTBIIT MMHICTepCTBa HAPOJHOTO MpOCBelenna u MUHICTepCcTBa BHY-
TPEHHUX Je/T: C OHOI CTOPOHBI, BK/II0UYeHMe CTEITHOro Kpas B MMIIEPCKYIO cucTeMy oOpa-

7 PaboTa BLINOHEHA B pamMKax roczafiaHns MuHobpHayku PO «Pa3suTme STHOPENUIMO3HON CUTYyaLmm
B TpPaHCrpaHYHOM npocTpaHcTee AnTas, KasaxcraHa v MOHronmm B KOHTEKCTE rocyAapCTBEHHO-KOHpecC-
CVIOHANBHOW MOSIUTUKA: UCTOPUHECKIIA OMbIT 1 COBPEMEHHbIe TeHaeHUmn» (npoekt Ne 33.2177.2017/4.6).
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