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A. M. Agalarzade

Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology ANAS, Baku (Azerbaijan)

A “WARRIOR'S GRAVE” IN THE SOUTH-EASTERN REGION
OF AZERBAIJAN: THE ARVANA KURGAN

The paper deals with a kurgan of the same name, excavated near the village of Arvana,
Yardimly district. The kurgan is of 5 m diameter. It was arranged by cromlech of large boulders
around it. 8 ceramic vessels, 1 bronze ring and 1 bronze dagger were placed in the grave. On
the eastern side of the grave, on the top of the dishes animal bones was found. And beneath
them human skeletons were revealed.

The Talysh-Mugan culture is characterized by large dolmen-like crypts, stone box graves
and kurgans in the mountainous area, as well as cemeteries consisting of kurgans and earthen
graves in the plain area. The existence of this culture in the form of two local groups is probably
due to natural geographical conditions and other reasons.

Archaeological materials characteristic of the Khojaly-Gedabey culture, synchronous with
the Talysh-Mugan culture, were also discovered in the Arvana kurgan. This typicality shows
that the hereditary connection between the various cultures of the Late Bronze — Early Iron
Ages is chronologically complementary.

According to a comparative analysis, the monument can be attributed to the second stage
of the Talysh-Mugan culture — that is, 11"-10" centuries BC.

Keywords: Talysh-Mugan culture, Late Bronze-Early Iron Ages, stone box kurgan, pottery,
weapons, chronology
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A.M. Aranap3sage

WIHCTUTYT apxeosiorim v aHTponosori HAHA, baky (AsepbariaxaH)

«MOI'UJTA BOVHA» B IOrO-BOCTOYHOW YACTU
A3EPBANO>KAHA: KYPIFAH APBAHA

B crarbe coobiiaercs o KypraHe, paCKOIIAaHHOM B OAHOMMEHHOM ceAe ApBaHa B IpAbIM-
AMHCKOM paiione. Kypran aAuamMeTpoM 5M HMeeT KPOMAEXHYIO BEIKAAAKY U3 KPYIIHBIX CKaAb-
HbBIX KaMHeH. B morpebeHnu HalAeHO BOCeMb KepaMUYECKUX COCYAOB, OPOH30BOE KOABIIO,
OpOH30BBIN KHHXKaA. B BOCTOUHOM YacTH IOrpe6eHHs BBLIBACHBI OCTEOAOTMIECKHE OCTAT-
KH Ha COCYAAX, TI0A KOTOPBIMH OBIA 4€AOBEYECKHH KOCTAK.

AAsA TOPHOM 30HBI TAABIII-MYTaHCKOM KyABTYPbI XapaKTepHbI KPYIIHbIE AOAbBMEHOBHAHbIE
rpo6HUIIbI, KAMEHHbIE AIUKA M KYPraHbl, AAd PABHHHHON 30HBI — MOTHABHHK M3 Kypra-
HOB U I'PYHTOBBIX norpebennii. Haandne AByX AOKaABHBIX I'PYIII 9TOH KYABTYPBI, BepOAT-
HO, CBA3aHO C IPUPOAHO-TeorpadpHIeCKUMH YCAOBUAMH.

Cpeau norpebaAbHOr0 HHBEHTaps Kyprana ApBaHa ObIAM BBIIBACHBI aPXEOAOTHYECKHUE
MaTepHaAbI, XapaKTepHbIe KaK AAF TAABIII-MYTaHCKOH, TaK M AA XOAYKAABI-TeAabeKCKOH
KYABTYP. DTa OOIHOCTb TOBOPUT 06 STHOKYABTYPHBIX CBA3SX B SIIOXY ITO3AHEH OPOH3BI —
paHHero JKeAe3a MeXXAY PasHbIMH peroHaMu AsepbaiiaikaHa.

ITarneoaHTpOIOAOTMYECKUH MaTepHaA U3 KypraHa ApBaHa B HaCTOAIIee BpeMA XPaHUTCA
B 9KcIosunuu Myses HallMOHAABHOH HUcTOpuH AsepbalipxaHa. KpaHHoaorndeckuil mare-
pHaA U3 morpebeHus 6bIA HCCACAOBAH II0 OOLICIIPUHATON B IIAACOAHTPOIIOAOTUH METOAMKE
P. Mapruna. Yepen my»xckoit (Bo3pact 55-60 AeT), THIIEPAOAUXOKPAHHbIH, XaMEeKPaHHBIH.
AHTpPOIIOAOTHYECKHUH THII €BPONIEOMAHBIH. POCT Orpe6eHHOro cocTaBAAA OKOAO 170 cM.

Ha ocHOBe cpaBHUTEALHOTO aHAAM3a TAMATHUK MOKHO OTHeCTH K XI-X BB. AO H. 3., K BTO-
POMY 3TaIy TAABIII-MYTaHCKOH KyABTYPBI.

KaroueBble cAOBA: TaABIII-MyTaHCKas KYABTYpa, 3II0Xa IO3AHEH OGPOH3BI — PaHHETO
JKeA€33, IOAKyPraHHbIe KAMEHHbIE AIUKH, KepaMHUECKHE COCYADI, OPYKHe, XPOHOAOTUS

Ons umtTupoBaHus:
Aranapsage A. M. «Moruna BoviHa» B IOro-BoCTOYHON YacTu A3epbangyxaHa: kypraH ApsaHa //
Hapogbl n penurumn EBpasnn. 2026. T. 31, Ne1. C. 7-25. DOI 10.14258/nreur(2026)1-01
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Araaap3ape AHap MupcaMuA OTABI, AOKTOP GUAOCOPHUH, KAHAUAAT HCTOPUIECKUX
HAayK, AOIIEHT, BEAYIIINH HAyYHBIH COTPYAHHK, apXeoAoT, HCTHTYT apxeoAOrnu

u aHTpornosoruu HanronaapHo# Akapemun Hayk Asepbaiipxana (HAHA), Baky
(Asepbaiipkan). AApec AAsT KOHTAKTOB: anararxeolog@mail.ru; https://orcid.
org/0000-0003-3140-4617

Introduction and description of the kurgan

During the field research season of 2019, a stone box-type kurgan we discovered in the
area of Arvana village of Yardimli district (fig. 1), 200 m south of the village, in the area called
Garyatan (fig. 2). This grave, which we conventionally call Arvana kurgan No. 1, is located
at an altitude of 1885 m above sea level. Moreover, it should be noted that the Arvana kurgan
since built at the foot of a high natural hill, remained intact and out of the excavations for
economic purposes. Although small stone remains were revealed during the prospecting
and exploration work in the surrounding plain, the signs of the kurgan cover were hardly
visible. The reason for all this was the allocation of land for agriculture during the distribution
of share lands in the 90° of the 20" century and the use of these areas for potato cultivation.
Undoubtedly, the Arvana kurgan was not the only one, and there were other kurgans of the
same type around it, but they have not survived to this day.

1:2 000 000
0 20 40 6[0 8|0 1!110 I(Im

Fig. 1. Location of the Arvana village on the map of Azerbaijan
Puc. 1. MectopacrnonoxxeHne ApBaHCCKOro KypraHa Ha kapte AsepbaviixaHa

The Arvana kurgan, is 5 m in diameter and surrounded by a cromlech made of large
boulders. There is a cast of big and small stones inside. Elongated rock stones were placed on
the sides. The burial chamber of the kurgan was uncovered from a depth of 1 m. The chamber
was 1.8 m long, 1.1 m wide. The grave pit was excavated in an elongated, oval shape and was
oriented north-east-south-west. 8 pottery vessels, 1 bronze ring, 1 bronze sword and 1 bronze
dagger were placed in the grave.

Cawnt xypHana: http://journal.asu.ru/wv < Journal homepage: http://journal.asu.ru/wv
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Fig. 2. View of the Arvana village and kurgan
Puc. 2. Bug Ha nepeBHo ApBaHa v KypraH

On the eastern side of the grave, animal bones were found above the dishes, and a human
skeleton below. The deceased was buried in the grave facing north, lying on his left side, with
his legs folded back from the knees and his back towards the south wall of the grave. Only the
lower part of the skeleton from the pelvis remained, and the upper part was almost decayed.
A rapier-shaped sword was placed on its opposite side. The handle of the sword was placed
on the side of the leg, and the blade — towards the head of the skeleton, i. e. the opposite.
The human skull is completely intact (fig. 3). In the researchers opinion, according to ancient
customs, if the corpse was buried lying on its back with arms on the sides, then the deceased
would obey and worship the god in the afterlife [ Miiseyibli, Nocafov, Hiiseynov, 2021: 123].
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A similar grave with a deceased buried on its back is known from the Gazigulu necropolis.
Duet o the “Scythian-type” arrowheads found in this a strong possibility arises that it is a
Scythian grave [Nacafov, Agalarzads, 9sadov, 2017: 36-37].

0 Poglend
o, (R

0 10 2

Fig. 8. Grave chamber and plan of the kurgan
Puc. 3. lNorpebasibHasi kamepa v rsiaH KypraHa

Archaeological artifacts

One of our main goals is to provide a detailed analysis of the archaeological finds discovered
in the kurgan, as they are few in number and each has separate type and pattern elements.

One of the kupas (jugs or small pitchers) has a narrow throat, globular body, and salient
stripes embrace the shoulder and body. In the stripe below the throat, diagonally faintly
polished patterns are drawn, and below it between the stripes in the shoulder area are small

Cawnt xypHana: http://journal.asu.ru/wv < Journal homepage: http://journal.asu.ru/wv
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and faintly mesh-like polished patterns. The space between the silent stripes of the shoulder
and the body is also decorated with mesh-like polished patterns. The bowl seat is relatively
heeled. The pottery is thick-walled and well-baked, made of mixture of grey clay and fine
sand. As a result of unstable temperature, spots have appeared on it. Dimensions: the mouth
is 11.5 cm in diameter, the throat — 1.5 cm high, hight — 22.5 cm, body — 29 cm in diameter,
seat is 11.5 cm in diameter (fig. 4.-1). Similar small kupas (jugs) having a narrow neck are
known from the Buzeyir necropolis of Lerik district [ Karimov, 2006: 140].

Fig. 4. Jugs
Puc. 4. KyBLuvHbI

The other kupa is a medium-sized vessel made of well-baked grey clay on a potter's wheel.
The globular body is complemented by a narrow and flat seat. Along with faint channel-
like lines drawn on the shoulder part, this part is also decorated with straight line polished
patterns drawn vertically. This kupa was found under the skeleton's head. The vessel has been
fully restored. Dimensions: the mouth is 22 cm in diameter, the throat — 2.5 cm high, hight —
21 cm, body diameter — 29 cm, seat — 10 cm in diameter, wall thickness is 0.8 cm (fig. 4.-

ISSN 2542-2332 (Print) = ISSN 2686-8040 (Online)
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2). Similar kupas were found in the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age necropolis of the Zayamchay
basin [Nadzhafov, Asadov, 2017: 21].

Another kupa is grey in color with a narrow and relatively high neck and a globular body.
The mouth rim is folded outward. In the center of the body, the place where the upper and
lower parts were made separately and joined later, is clearly visible. On the shoulder part
of the vessel, on one side, there is a moulded mushroom-like protruding lug, and the upper
side of this lug is patterned grid-shaped. Between the throat and the shoulder, there are two
convex stripes, and between these stripes, with the polishing method are drawn wavy patterns.
On the upper part of the body, grid-shaped polished patterns and parallel vertical polished
patterns are drawn in the area separating them from each other. These vertical patterns are
also decorated asymmetrically with polished wavy patterns. The seat of the pottery is heeled.
The body has a sharp transition towards the seat. The kupa is thrown on a potter's wheel.
Dimensions: the mouth is 12.8 cm in diameter, height of the throat — 2.2 cm, lug — 2.5 cm
high (mushroom-like protrusion is 5.5 cm in diameter), body diameter — 39.3 cm, height —
24.5 cm, seat is 12 cm in diameter (fig. 5). Kupas with a mushroom-shaped protruding lugs
on the shoulder were also found in the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age necropolis of Shahtakhti
[Araes, 2002: X tablo; Agayev, 2019: 69]. Similar vessels are found in earthen grave No. 39
in Zayamchay necropolis belonging to the Khojaly-Gedabey culture [ Miiseyibli, 2009: 55] and
in grave No. 76 of the Tovuzchay necropolis [Miiseyibli, Nocafov, 2019: 291].

Fig. 5. Ornamental decorated jug
Puc. 5. [lekopaTtnBHO yKpaLLeHHbIV KyBLLIVH

CawnT xypHana: http://journal.asu.ru/wv « Journal homepage: http://journal.asu.ru/wv
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Fig. 6. Potteries
Puc. 6. Kepammdeckne cocyibl

Another black kupa with a narrow neck, balloon-shaped body, and flat seat is of medium
capacity, with a edging rim folded to the side. The throat is relatively narrow and is surrounded

ISSN 2542-2332 (Print) « ISSN 2686-8040 (Online)
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by prominent channel-like lines. The moulded lug connects the edge of the mouth and the
body part. The lug is completely hewn. The surface of the bowl is polished. In the upper part
of the body, in 4 places the image of the «tree of life» is described using the grinding method.
The spaces between these images are decorated with grid-like patterns of thin polished lines.
The body has a sharp transition to the seat. Dimensions: white the mouth is 9.3 cm in diameter,
height of the throat — 5.5 cm, body diameter — 18.5 cm, height — 19.5 cm, seat is 8.8 cm
in diameter (fig. 6.-1). A kupa of the same shape was discovered in a Late Bronze-Early Iron
Age kurgan in Safikiird village of Goranboy district. On the globular body of this vessel, relief
convex lines were drawn horizontally [Hiiseynov, Agalarzads, 2008: 38-39]. The Safikurd find
differs from the Arvana kupa only for its longer throat.

The mouth rim of the black, medium-sized bowl-type pottery vessel is outflared. Four
channel lines encircle the shoulder. Polished patterns consisting of parallel and diagonal lines
were drawn on the upper part of the body. The bowl has a flat, wide and round handle on one
side of the shoulder. The slender biconical body tapers sharply towards the seat. Dimensions:
the mouth is 10.7 cm in diameter, body — 17 cm in diameter, the height — 12.5 cm, the
diameter of the seat -6 cm, handle is 2.5 cm wide (fig. 6.-2). A similar vessel of this type
is known from the Mehdi-Churi necropolis of Gilan [Jahani, 2014: 36-37].

A dopu-type (a ceramic vessel similar to a jug) pottery vessel of a grey color, with a high
throat and a globular body is surrounded by horizontal channel-like lines. The throat has
a sharp transition to the body. The body part is encircled by vertical embossed straight
lines — ornaments called «cannelure». The twisting handle connects the mouth rim and the
body. Dimensions: the mouth is 9 cm in diameter, the height of the throat — 4.3 cm, height —
14.7 cm, body — 14.5 cm in diameter, the diameter of the seat is 7.5 cm (fig. 6.-3). Some
researchers have associated the fluting ornament, which was widespread in this period, with
the Sun cult. According to V. Bakhshaliyev, this is related to the fact that certain successes of the
ancient farming-cattle-breeding tribes were connected with the Sun [Baxsaliyev, 2002: 62].

Similar vessels of small size, with fluted ornament on, are known from the open grave
in the Saritepe settlement and is attributed to about 7th century BC [Norimanov, 1963: 85,
97]. Vessels with similar ornaments were encountered in the Shahtakhty of Nakhchivan,
Gizilveng, the BC 11"-8" century stratum of Kultepe I, in the settlement of the Qarabaglar
[Baxsoliyev, 2002: 7, 8, 16]. Similar vessels are known from the Tul necropolis of Gilan. During
the excavations conducted here in 2002, samples of pottery with various shapes of fluted
ornaments were obtained [Khalatbari, 2004a: 76]. On the whole, the period when ceramics
with cannelure ornament became widespread is attributed to the end of the 2nd millennium
BC [Baxsaliyev, 2002: 53-54].

One of the plates is khaira-type (a round, deep vessel) and has an ear-shaped protruding
handle on one side of the shoulder. The seat has a small heel, and traces of rotation on the
potter's wheel are clearly visible in this part. The pottery has been fully restored. Dimensions:
the mouth is 31 cm in diameter, shoulder height — 3.5 cm, height-9 cm, the diameter of the
seat —10.5 cm, the wall thickness is 0.8 cm (fig. 7.-1). Analogical khairas are known from
Zeyamchay [Miiseyibli, Nacafov, 2019: 65] and Tovuzchay necropolises [ Miiseyibli, Nacafov,
Hiiseynov, 2021: 70-71]. These types of vessels are usually larger than plates and often have
a single line covering the rim of the mouth [Miiseyibli, Nacafov, 2019: 66].

CawnT xypHana: http://journal.asu.ru/wv « Journal homepage: http://journal.asu.ru/wv
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Fig. 7. Ceramic plates
Puc. 7. Kepamimdeckme Tapesiki

The other plate is black in color and the rim of the mouth is straight and simple. Since the
seat part is convex, the bowl does not stand stable on a smooth surface. On one side of the
plate, there is a small lug — a protrusion on the rim of the mouth with a hole in the center,
for hanging it. This part is more zoomorphic and resembles a “turtle head”. The inside of the
vessel is decorated with a grid and wave-shaped patterns using the polishing method. The
pottery was restored. Dimensions: the mouth is 23.3 cm in diameter, height — 5.5 cm, the
diameter of the seat — 7.7 cm, wall thickness is 0.7 cm (fig. 7.-2). A similar vessel is known from
the Miyanrud necropolis in Gilan province, Iran [Khalatbari, 2004b: 234]. But the Miyanrud
plate is deeper than the Arvana find.

A bronze rapier-shaped sword. Made of thick bronze plate by casting, this sword has
along and double blade. Both sides of the sword were decorated with raised stripes. A 6.5 cm
long hilt is made in the lower part. The length of the 3 nails left on the hilt is 2.2-2.8 cm. The
dimensions of the sword: with hilt is 78.5 cm, without hilt — 72 cm, width — 2.8 at the bottom,
4 cm at the top, thickness — 1.3 cm (fig.-8.-2-3).

Rapier-shaped swords in archaeological literature were also found in the investigated graves
in the Uzuntepe monument complex, where the Mughan culture was first discovered. Among
the 15 pieces of bronze swords found in grave goods of Uzuntepe, one-shaped, two-edged
swords differ only in their length [Dzhafarzade, 1946: 25-26]. These swords were divided
into two groups by I. Jafarzadeh: the first group includes swords both the hilt and the blade
made of bronze, and the second group includes swords the blade made of iron [Mahmudov,
1970: 72].

ISSN 2542-2332 (Print) « ISSN 2686-8040 (Online)
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Fig. 8. Bronze rapier-shaped sword, bronze dagger, beads made of paste and bone
Puc. 8. BpoH30BbIV MeY B chopme panpbl, 6POH30BbIN KuHXasT, 6YCbl 13 racTbl 1 KOCTU

According to F. Mahmudov, examples of this type found in both the mountainous and plain
zones show that a single cultural unity spread in those areas at the end of the Bronze Age —
the beginning of the Iron Age rather than the mutual ethnic relations between the tribes that
lived in both areas [Mugan arxeoloji..., 2017: 4]. Analogical swords were found in Hishkadere
and Mahmudavar villages of Masalli, Divalona village of Jalilabad and Lankaran [Mahmudoyv,
1974: 49; Mahmudov, 1970: 70]. Similar rapier-shaped swords are also known from Morgan's
excavations. These rapiers found in Veri, Jodikesh and Hamarat necropolises of Lerik were also
discovered by chance in Chayrud, Jangamiran, Rvarud, etc. monuments of the district in the
mid of the 20th century. and some of them are kept in the history— regional ethnography
museum [Agalarzads, 2018: 106-107].

Bronze dagger. A small-sized, simple-shaped dagger has two edges. A hole was opened
for fastening with nails after was hafted to the wood in the upper part of it. The length of the
weapon with haft is 15 cm, without haft — 11.7 cm, width — 2.3 cm at the widest point, 1 cm
at the narrowest point, thickness — 3 mm (fig. 8.-1). In Azerbaijan, Late Bronze-Early Iron
Age daggers were found mainly in Talish and Mughan zones, Nakhchivan, Lesser Caucasus
regions and other areas. According to the researchers, the number and variety of daggers found
suggests the existence of several dagger-making centers in the area during the Late Bronze and
Early Iron Ages. These weapon centers obtained the raw materials needed for production from
mines in Nagorno-Karabakh, Ganja-Gedabey, Talish, Zangezur and Mehri territories [Oliyev,
2019: 131]. Similar daggers are known from Jacques de Morgan's excavations in Lerik. This
type of daggers, locally produced in Talish-Mughan area, can be attributed to the beginning
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of the 1st millennium BC [Agalarzads, 2017: 28]. Analogues of these daggers are known
from the kurgan with many graves excavated in Khachbulag in the 60s of the 20th century
[Kesamanly, 1976: 68], from the Niftali kurgans in Mill-Karabakh [Resuloglu, 1992: 23] and
from the Mardangol necropolis of Nakhchivan [9liyev, 2019: 250]. Similar daggers discovered
in the Iron Age Boyeh necropolis of Gilan province of Iran also have a sharp and wide tip and
a short hafted blade [Jahani, 2011: 45]. O. Danielyan, while writing about Late Bronze-Early
Iron Age daggers, attributed these shape weapons to the group of I type daggers and came to
the conclusion that they played a major role in Eastern Transcaucasia [ Daniyelyan, 1987: 25].

Bronze ring. The hook-shaped ring made of thin bronze wire was 2 cm in diameter (fig.
8.-5). Since the find is poorly preserved and simple in shape, we do not consider it appropriate
to give any comparative analysis of it.

Beads made of paste and bone. Beads of various shapes made of paste and bone are
very small in size, blue and white in color and made in a round shape. Their number is 16. 2
relatively big white paste beads are barrel-shaped and the surface is with an embossed straight
line pattern, reminds of a kind of toothed ring shape. Their diameter is 0.5 cm. 1 oblong, barley-
shaped bead made of bone-like material. It is 1.4 cm long. Two more diamond-shaped oblong
beads are made of blue and white relatively hard material. Patterns consisting of geometric
elements are drawn on these beads. Their are 1.2 cm long. The total number of beads found
is 21 pieces (fig. 8.-4). Similar beads were found in Kohne Kishlag area of Masalli, in earthern
graves dating to the second half of the 1st millennium BC [9lskbarov, 9zizov, 1994: 85-86].

Anthropology

Anthropologist, PhD in history, associate professor Dmitri Kirichenko investigated the
human skull discovered in the Arvana kurgan. As a result of research, it was found that the
skull belongs to a 55-60 year-old man, a hyperdolichocranium and belonged to the Europoid
anthropological type. In the bone of the skull, belonging to a 170 cm tall man, in the area where
it connects to the throat has cut left marks of cut (fig. 9.-1-2). According to the anthropologist,
this cutting procedure was performed before or after the death of a person. A similarly cut
skull sample was found by Y. Hummel from the “cult kurgan” No. 36 belonging to the Khojaly-
Gedabey culture excavated on the bank of Ganjachay [Kirichenko, 2020: 40-41].

After our scientific research was published abroad, this skull was reconstructed under the
name of «Yardimli Late Bronze Age» by one of the world's prestigious restoration laboratories
called “Ancestral Whispers” and as a result, were got the restorations you see in the pictures
(fig. 9.-3). The reconstruction of more than 70 skulls around the world, and the only find
discovered from the Arvana kurgan in the territory of Azerbaijan, is also clearly shown in the
map of the skulls studied by the laboratory [www.ancestralwhispers.org].

Chronology and conclusion

The Talish-Mughan culture is characterized by big dolmen-like crypts, stone box graves
and kurgans in the mountainous part, and cemeteries consisting of kurgans and earthen
graves in the plains. The existence of the culture in two local groups is probably due to natural-
geographical conditions and other reasons [Mugan arxeoloji..., 2017: 5].

The custom of burial in stone box-type kurgans appears for the first time in the Early
Bronze Age. Later in Middle and Late Bronze Ages, and then in the Early Iron Age, they
become one of the leading burial types in the entire Caucasus [Agalarzads, 2019: 62].
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Fig. 9. Human skull
Puc. 9. HYenoseveckmm yepen

In the highlands of Yardimli, in the meadows, Arvana-type stone box kurgans with
cromlechs are widespread. However, their grave goods is very small compared to the kurgans
in the foothills [Agalarzads, 2018: 8]. Similar stone box kurgans were excavated in Khachbulag
in 1974 by H. Kesemenli. One of the kurgans studied there is located in the Choban Abdulla
village, in the area between the cyclopean constructions Dashlitepe I and II. Researchers
attribute this monument it to the 12"-11'"" centuries BC [Kecamanasi, I'yceiinoBa, 1983:
27-28].

Archeological materials typical for the Khojaly-Gedabey culture were also found in the
grave goods of Arvana kurgan. This characteristic shows that the hereditary connection
between the different cultures of the Late Bronze and the Early Iron Ages complement each
other chronologically [ Miiseyibli, Nacafov, 2019: 97]. Researcher M. Huseynova, who divides
the Khojaly-Gedabey culture into Karabakh, Ganjachay and Gedabey groups, notes that the
monuments included in these groups actually have local characteristics [T'yceiinosa, 1994:
107]. We can see the same features in the examples of Talish and Mughan. In our opinion, the
Khojaly-Gedabey type pottery found in Arvana kurgan also shows that the cultures of the
synchronous period were spread over a wide area as a result of ethnic interactions.

Aspects related to religious belief played an important role in the construction of Late
Bronze-Early Iron Age grave monuments and building materials. The burial of corpses
in different positions is closely related to ethnicity, social factors, and burial customs. The
structure of the grave and the position of the dead body are considered to be an indicator of the
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religious beliefs and views of the buried people, and the equipment placed in the grave is an
indicator of the socio-economic and cultural level of the people who lived in this period, as
well as a valuable source for studying the religious ideology of the period to which the society
belonged [Miiseyibli, Nacafov, Hiiseynov, 2021: 121]. From this viewpoint, the burial custom
in the Arvana kurgan is also interesting.

In the First Iron Age, the group of vessels characterized by grey ceramics can be considered
a continuation of the traditions of the Bronze Age culture. However, in the mentioned period,
new impulses appeared, which manifested themselves both in the shape and patterning of the
vessels. Ear-shaped, mushroom-shaped protrusions, stamps and cannelure ornaments are
widespread in the ceramics of this period [Baxssliyev, 2002: 53]. Pattern elements on the
pottery of the Arvana kurgan are also a visual proof of the mentioned indicators.

Artistic metalworking also played a special and decisive role in the development
of metallurgy and metalworking craftsmanship in the South Caucasus during the transition
from the Late Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age. In the second half of the second millennium —
at the beginning of the 1** millennium BC, a new and very important stage of development
in the field of metallurgy and metalworking art began in Azerbaijan [Avsarova, 2007: 95], and
we can clearly see that these processes also took place in the south-eastern region, which is rich
in metals. As we mentioned above, these facts clearly manifest themselves in the production
of weapons.

Thus, the Arvana kurgan, which we are talking about, is important for the study of burial
customs in the Early Iron Age, both in terms of its structure and burial goods. According to
comparative analysis, this burial monument can be attributed to the second phase of Talish-
Mughan culture — that is, to the 11"-10" centuries BC.
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